March 31, 2022

Joe Campos Torres was taken from his
family and our community too soon, but his
legacy was the light shone on violent police in-
cidents plaguing Latinos and minorities in
1977. This set a new course of police reform
for HPD. In 2021, Houston Police Chief Troy
Finner issued a public apology for the brutal
murder at the hands of HPD officers more
than 40 years ago. Following sincere attempts
to address racism within their ranks, today,
HPD reflects the diversity of the city and is
committed to building powerful relationships
with  minority communities. Joe Campos
Torres’ sacrifice sparked this movement and
continues to protect countless numbers of
Latino and minority community members.

Madam Speaker, let the record show Jose
“Joe” Campos Torres is a national and local
hero. With this plaza dedication in honor of his
life, residents across Houston and the State of
Texas will welcome a permanent memorial
worthy of his legacy.

———

RECOGNIZING THE VIETNAM ERA
VETERANS

HON. VERONICA ESCOBAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise today to commemorate
Vietnam veteran alumni from Bel Air High
School who made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to our country.

On March 29, 2022, we commemorate the
49th anniversary of the last United States
combat units leaving South Vietnam. Every
year on this day, we observe National Vietnam
War Veterans Day to honor the service that
veterans made and gain a deeper under-
standing of their sacrifice. Additionally, the
Junior Reserve Officer's Training Corps
(JROTC) students and staff at Bel Air High
School spend countless hours learning about
the war and work to find ways to honor the
Vietnam veterans.

| would like to recognize the Bel Air Viethnam
veteran alumni who gave their life in honor of
their service. The veterans who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice are:

CPL Charles Peter Barnes, CPL Luis Carlos
Borrego, SP4 Roberto Dominguez, SGT
Bobby W. Jobe, SP4 Fred V. Jurado, PFC
Daniel Leon Navarro, PFC James Wayne
Parham, SPC4 Thomas Edward Ross, CPL
Hugo H. Ulloa, CPT. James Robert Valtr.

Our Vietnam veterans fought bravely for our
country, and we are eternally grateful. Upon
their return home, they continued their service
in other capacities by continuing their military
careers or reentering the workforce. Because
of these veterans, America is a stronger na-
tion for generations to come. | am also hum-
bled to recognize the Bel Air High School
JROTC cadets in their work to memorialize
Vietnam veterans.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in

recognizing our Vietnam veterans everywhere.
We are forever grateful for their service.
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DON YOUNG COAST GUARD
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2022

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Ms JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 6865 the Don Young Coast
Guard Authorization Act to authorize appro-
priations for the Coast Guard.

For the last 230 years, the Coast Guard has
played a vital role in protecting the marine en-
vironment, guarding our nations extensive
coastline, and has performed crucial life sav-
ing missions.

Over the years, | have had the opportunity
to see the Coast Guard in action leading up to
and following hurricanes like lke and Harvey
that impacted the Houston area.

| convey thanks and appreciation from
Houstonians to the members of the Coast
Guard for their service to our great Nation.

The history of the United States Coast
Guard can be traced to the United States Rev-
enue Cutter Service, which was founded on
August 4, 1790, as part of the Department of
the Treasury.

The Coast Guard has protected the United
States throughout its long history and served
proudly in every one of the Nation’s conflicts.

The Coast Guard served as the nation’s
only armed force on the sea until Congress
launched the Navy Department in 1798.

On January 28, 1915, the Revenue Cutter
Service and the United States Life-Saving
Service were merged to become the Coast
Guard.

The U.S. Coast Guard conducts operations
that ensure the safety of our nation’s water-
ways and provides humanitarian assistance
during national disasters.

The Coast Guard conducted critical search
and rescue missions in response to Hurricane
Harvey, which devasted my home district in
Houston, Texas.

The Coast Guard’s response included 2,600
active duty, reserve, civil servant, and auxiliary
personnel: 50 rotary and fixed-wing aircraft, 75
shallow-water boats, and 29 coast guard cut-
ters.

The efforts from the Coast Guard resulted in
the rescue of over 11,000 people along the
Texas and Louisiana cost during and after
Hurricane Harvey.

During and in the aftermath of Hurricane
Harvey 51 members of the Coast Guard suf-
fered catastrophic property loss and 124 oth-
ers reported property damage in the impacted
areas of Texas during Harvey.

This authorization will ensure that our coun-
try’s devoted naval personnel have the means
to effectively protect and defend our borders
as well as expand our sea and land capabili-
ties.

Authorizing funding for the Coast Guard is
essential to sustaining our place in the inter-
national system as the world’s most powerful
naval force.

Donald Edwin Young was a dear colleague
of mine. For the past 49 years, he represented
Alaska’s at-large congressional district and
made a significant impact on his constituency,

| urge all my colleagues to support the Don
Young Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JAMAICA’S
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDE-
PENDENCE

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise in recognition of sixty
years of independence of the nation of Ja-
maica, and over sixty years of cooperative and
friendly relations between Jamaica and the
United States.

The United States was among the first
countries to recognize Jamaica’s independ-
ence in 1962 and has enjoyed strong diplo-
matic and cultural ties with the stalwart island
nation since. This diplomatic support has ex-
pressed itself through the work of organiza-
tions like USAID and direct commercial links
between our nations for six decades. And in
the last year alone, the United States has
demonstrated its strong support for Jamaica
through its fight against COVID-19. The
United States has sent hundreds of thousands
of COVID-19 vaccines to Jamaica to combat
the pandemic, and as of December 2021 we
have shipped over 400,000 vaccines to the is-
land. But the effects of this crisis expand be-
yond public health; Jamaica has relied heavily
on tourism for its economic successes, and
the COVID-19 pandemic hit the nation ex-
traordinarily hard.

To help alleviate those pains, Vice President
HARRIS met Prime Minister Andrew Holness at
the White House this week. There she an-
nounced $30 million in economic assistance to
further augment Jamaica’s economic recovery
from the pandemic, including investments in
human capital and violence reduction. These
essential investments were capped by the an-
nouncement of even more investments to help
Jamaica survive a rapidly changing Caribbean
climate, as evidenced by the ever-stronger
storm systems and hurricanes that ravage the
region every year.

The United States and Jamaica also co-
operate proactively on Caribbean security.
Under the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative,
the United States provides Jamaica with sup-
port in tackling trafficking, including training,
equipment, and technical assistance on mari-
time security procedures and more. Our coop-
erative efforts help to counter public corruption
and enhances the Jamaican justice system’s
efforts to fight crime across the country.

But good relations between our nations
goes beyond diplomatic ties, as Jamaicans
have emigrated in droves over the decades to
the United States. In New York City we are
able to enjoy such cultural staples such as Ja-
maican jerk chicken and ox tails, live Reggae
music and more as a result of our neighbor’s
cultural heritage. Even the highest levels of
government enjoy cultural links to Jamaica,
where the father of our Vice President was
born.

Congratulations to Jamaica for six decades
of independent governance, and for being
such a longstanding and firm partner of the
United States.
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